
 
 

DAY ONE | 28 JUNE 2022  
9:00 COFFEE AND REGISTRATION   

10:20 Conference Opening Remarks from the Conference Chairperson   
Suzanne Volejnikova-Wenger, Associate Lecturer and PhD Candidate, School of Nursing, Midwifery and 
Paramedicine, University of the Sunshine Coast   

10:30 Panel Discussion: ‘A Nurse Is NOT Just a Nurse’ – How Nurses & Midwives Must Re-think Their Identity and Value 
for The Post-Pandemic Era   
  
Panel Members:   
Veronica Casey, Executive Director, Nursing & Midwifery, Metro South Health   
Kate Veach, Deputy Secretary, Queensland Nurses and Midwives’ Union   
Kitty Hutchison, Chair, Nursing in the Community COI, Australian College of Nursing    

11:30 Books 2 Bedside: How Two Frontline Nurses Developed a Partnership CQ University to Improve the Daunting 
Student Nurse Workforce Transition Experience   
  
Angela Parsons, Nurse Educator, Central Queensland Hospital and Health Service  
Gail Tummon, Nurse Educator, Central Queensland Hospital and Health Service  

12:00 Keynote Address:   
Nursing Leadership: The Journey and the Adventure  
   
Belynda Abbott, Chair, Queensland, Australian College of Nursing  

12:30 Fireside Chat: Lessons Learned from Transitioning & Upskilling Nurses to Operate Queensland’s First Greenfield 
Digital Hospital: The STARS Journey  
 
Theresa Slater, Director Queensland Digital Academy, Digital Metro North   
Dale Dally-Watkins, Director of Nursing, STARS  
Cecelia Boyd, Nurse Educator, STARS  

13:15 NETWORKING BREAK  
13:45 We Need to Talk About Climate Change: Steps Nurses Can Take to Lead Healthcare’s Fight Against Environmental 

Damage   
  
Dr. Aletha Ward, Nursing Lecturer & Researcher, University of Southern Queensland  
Gavin Carson, Student Nurse, University of Southern Queensland  

14:15 PROV-ED Project: Encouraging Nurses to Work to Their Scope of Practice and Champion Emergency Department 
Innovation   
  
Tanya Milburn, Senior Project Officer - Clinical Nurse Consultant, PROV-ED Project, Queensland Health  

14:45 Australia’s First Fully Magnet Accredited Health Service – Why Nurses and Midwives Feel Proud to Work for Gold 
Coast Health and Consistently Achieve High Standards of Patient Care    
  
Dr Anita Bamford-Wade, Director of Nursing, Social Policy and Legislation, Queensland Health  

15:15 Closing Keynote:   
From A Medical Service in A Car Boot to A First of Its Kind Nurse-Led, Conversational Model of Care – What 
Nurses Can Learn from Sonia’s Sunny Street Journey About Leading Innovation and Making Impact   
  
Sonia Martin, CEO, Sunny Street  

15:45 CONFERENCE CLOSING – Closing Remarks from the Chairperson   
Suzanne Volejnikova-Wenger, Associate Lecturer and PhD Candidate, School of Nursing, Midwifery and 
Paramedicine, University of the Sunshine Coast 

 
 
 



 
 

DAY TWO | 29 JUNE 2022  
9:00 COFFEE AND REGISTRATION   

10:20 Conference Opening Remarks from the Conference Chairperson   
Suzanne Volejnikova-Wenger, Associate Lecturer and PhD Candidate, School of Nursing, Midwifery and 
Paramedicine, University of the Sunshine Coast   

10:30 Panel Discussion:   
How To Engage, Retain and Develop a Sustainable Nursing Workforce of The Future   
  
Panel Members:   
Marli Millas, General Manager Surgery & Critical Care, Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service   
Veronica Casey, Executive Director, Nursing & Midwifery, Metro South Health   
Michelle Gunn, Director of Nursing Workforce Sustainability, Queensland Health   

11:30 West Moreton Health Case Study: Leveraging Nurse-Led Virtual Care Innovation to Re-design Clinical Services 
and Build a Value-Based Healthcare Organization    
  
Shannon Wallis, Nurse Unit Manager | MeCare Program, West Moreton Health  

12:00 Keynote Address: Nurses as Pioneers in a Digital World  
  
Kerri-Anne Dooley, Director of Nursing, The Banyans Health  

12:30 The Nursing Lens – Key to Improving Health Outcomes  
  
Kitty Hutchison, Chair, Nursing in the Community ACN Faculty, Australian College of Nursing  

13:00 NETWORKING BREAK   
13:30 Understanding What AI Means for The Future of Nursing & Midwifery   

  
Clair Sullivan, Director Clinical Informatics (Research), Digital Metro North  

14:00 How Nurses Can Maximize Clinical Innovation Success by Engaging in Implementation Science   
  
Sonya Osborne, Associate Professor of Nursing, University of Southern Queensland  

14:30 Exploring The Value of Nurse Credentialing Programs – How This Improved My Professional Development and 
Elevated Impact at The Hospital   
  
Leyden De La Cruz, Clinical Nurse – Endoscopy/Surveillance, Queen Elizabeth II Hospital  

15:00 CONFERENCE CLOSING – Closing Remarks from the Chairperson   
Suzanne Volejnikova-Wenger, Associate Lecturer and PhD Candidate, School of Nursing, Midwifery and 
Paramedicine, University of the Sunshine Coast  

 
 
 


